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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Michael A Cofield on 12/16/05. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1. A communication device comprising: 
a physical medium; and 

a processor coupled with the physical medium, the processor: 

receiving a plurality of reservation request frames from a plurality of respective devices 
during a Centralized Contention Interval for a wireless communication channel, each reservation 
request frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address; 

decoding a reservation request and the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address from each 
reservation request frame; 

determining at a the Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer based on the return 
addresses a schedule of transmission sessions for exchanging data with the respective devices as 
per the respective reservation requests; 

identifying one of the respective devices from the schedule as being th e n e xt a first one to 
reserve the channel ; 
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encoding the associat e d M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and a duration of a session 
window of the identified first next device in a polling frame; 
acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified first device during the respective 

session. 

Claim 2. The device of claim 1, the processor further: 

identifying another one of the respective devices from the schedule as being the next one; 
encoding the associat e d M e dia Acc e ss Control return address of the next device in a next 
polling frame; 

acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the next polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified next device during the respective 

session. 

Claim 5. A communication device comprising: 
a physical medium; and 

a processor coupled with the physical medium, the processor: 

transmitting a reservation request through a wireless communication channel during a 
Centralized Contention Interval; 
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receiving a polling frame through the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode, the polling frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and a 
duration of a session window ; 

decoding the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and the duration of the session 
window from the polling frame; 

determining whether the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address from the polling frame 
matches an address of a Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer of the device; and 

if so, transmitting data from the MAC sublayer through the channel. 

Claim 6. amended) The device of claim 5, the processor further: 

d e coding a duration of a s e ssion window from th e polling fram e ; and 

discontinu e discontinuing transmitting data after the session window ends. 

Claim 9. An article comprising: a storage medium, said storage medium having stored 
thereon instructions, that, when executed by at least one device, result in: 

receiving a plurality of reservation request frames from a plurality of respective devices 
during a Centralized Contention Interval for a wireless communication channel, each reservation 
request frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address; 

decoding a reservation request and the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address from each 
reservation request frame; 

determining at a the Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer based on the return 
addresses a schedule of transmission sessions for exchanging data with the respective devices as 
per the respective reservation requests; 
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identifying one of the respective devices from the schedule as being th e n e xt a first one to 
reserve the channel ; 

encoding the associat e d M e dia Acc e s s Control return address and a duration of a session 
window of the next identified first device in a polling frame; 
acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified first device during the respective 

session. 

Claim 10. The article of claim 9, wherein the instructions further result in: 
identifying another one of the respective devices from the schedule as being the next one; 
encoding the associat e d return address of the next device in a next polling frame; 
acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the next polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified next device during the respective 

session. 

Claim 13. An article comprising: a storage medium, said storage medium having stored 
thereon instructions, that, when executed by at least one device, result in: 

transmitting a reservation request through a wireless communication channel during a 
Centralized Contention Interval; 
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receiving a polling frame through the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode, the polling frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and a 
duration of a session window ; 

decoding a M e dia Acc e ss Control the return address and the duration of the session 
window from the polling frame; 

determining whether the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address matches an address of a 
Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer of the device; and 

if so, transmitting data from the MAC sublayer through the channel. 

Claim 14. The article of claim 13, wherein the instructions further result in: 

d e coding a duration of a se ssion window from th e polling fram e ; and 

discontinu e discontinuing transmitting data after the session window ends. 

Claim 17. A method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of reservation request frames from a plurality of respective devices 
during a Centralized Contention Interval for a wireless communication channel, each reservation 
request frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address; 

decoding a reservation request and the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address from each 
reservation request frame; 

determining at the a Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer based on the return 
addresses a schedule of transmission sessions for exchanging data with the respective devices as 
per the respective reservation requests; 

identifying one of the respective devices from the schedule as being th e n e xt a first one to 
reserve the channel ; 
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encoding the associat e d M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and a duration of a session 
window of the next identified first device in a polling frame; 
acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified first device p e riph e ral stations 
during the respective session. 

Claim 18. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

identifying another one of the respective devices from the schedule as being the next one; 
encoding the associat e d M e dia Acc e ss Control return address of the p e riph e ral stations 
identified next device in a next polling frame; 
acquiring control of the channel; 

transmitting the next polling frame over the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode; and 

exchanging data over the channel from the identified next device p e riph e ral stations 
during the respective session. 

Claim 21 . A method comprising: 

Transmittin g, by a communication device, a reservation request through a wireless 
communication channel during a Centralized Contention Interval; 

receiving a polling frame through the channel while in a Distribution Coordination 
Function (DCF) mode, the polling frame including a M e dia Acc e ss Control return address and a 
duration of a session window; 
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decoding a M e dia Acc e ss Control the return address and the duration of the session 
window from the polling frame; 

determining whether the M e dia Acc e ss Control return address matches an address of a 
Medium Access Control (MAC) sublayer of the device; and 

if so, transmitting data from the MAC sublayer through the channel. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian D. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3084. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3 126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system,4^ltact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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